
2018 7th Cavalry Luncheon Minutes

John Guillory here, your 7th U.S. Cavalry Association President, with a recap of our association luncheon, held 
during the 2018 71st Annual 1st Cavalry Division Association Reunion in Charleston, West Virginia. All attendees 
were welcomed, and participated in the Pledge of Allegiance, and a moment of silence for those gone on to 
Fiddlers Green since the last reunion. 

Next, a brief overview was presented of the Mountaineer state, West Virginia, including the state bird, flower, etc. 
There was a humorous attempt on my part to sing a verse of “Country Roads”, but my bought with laryngitis, my 
poor singing voice quickly brought the song to a close, with polite laughter and gratuitous applause from the 
audience.

All former troopers wives were sincerely thanked and applauded for whom they are, and for all they have done to 
make their respective spouses the men they are today. My thank you to the ladies included a quote from comedic
actor Jim Carey, “behind every great man, is a woman rolling her eyes.” 

Next Mr. Emil “Lefty” Ercolano stood to be recognized, honored and applauded for recently receiving his two 
Purple Hearts, after waiting nearly 50 years. Our newish 7th Cavalry Scribe, Karl Swenson then stood to be 
recognized. Karl was thanked and applauded for his volunteerism and his outstanding contributions to the 
Saber’s 7th Cavalry column. 

Next on the agenda was the election of three association officer positions: Vice President, Treasurer and 
Secretary. Phil Zook was reelected Vice President, Bob Anderson was reelected Treasurer, and yours truly, John 
Guillory, was reelected Secretary. The term for each of these three positions is two years. 

Our surprise guest of honor was Brigadier General, William D. “Hank” Taylor, head of the U.S. Army Operational 
Test Command. General Taylor presented a thorough update and overview of the active duty squadrons of 7th 
Cavalry. The general was well received, and his attendance and participation were greatly appreciated by all.

A recruitment announcement was repeated regarding the need to fill the position of 7th Cavalry web master. For 
many years Jim Savage has done a fabulous job constructing, managing and updating the 7th Cavalry website. 
Jim is moving on, so if the website is to continue, someone needs to step up and take over the reins. If you are 
interested, or know of anyone who is interested, please contact Jim or myself through the website.

Last, but certainly not least, were the traditional individual veteran introductions, a thank you for attending, a wish 
for safe travels and a heartfelt Garryowen. Thus, the luncheon was brought to a conclusion.

In closing this recap, I want to make you aware that all three of those elected to office have stated they will not 
hold association office again, after the conclusion of this two-year term. My term as President will conclude next 
year, and I too will not be back as Association President. So please be prepared to identify, nominate and elect 
your new association President in 2019, at the reunion in Fort Hood. Also be prepared to elect your new Vice 
President, Treasurer and Secretary in 2020, at the reunion at Louisville, KY. Hopefully you will agree, in order for 
the 7th Cavalry Association to continue to move forward, we need some “new blood” to take the reins. Thank you,
and I look forward to seeing you all next year in Texas.

Respectfully Submitted:

John Guillory
President
29 June 2018


